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Abstract:  Nanostructured carbon materials offer unique advantage in several areas owing to
their exceptional properties like chemical stability, strong mechanical strength and high
electrical conductivity. In this present work, we have prepared carbon nanotubes (CNTs) in a
single step (in situ) through combustion method using chemical vapour deposition technique
(CVD). By varying the combustion fuels, we have obtained high yield CNTs. The synthesized
CNTs were characterized by various techniques like X-Ray diffraction (XRD), Field Emission
Scanning Electron Microscope (FESEM), High Resolution Electron Microscope (HRTEM) and
Raman Spectroscopy. HRTEM images clearly reveals that the obtained CNTs are multiwalled
carbon nanotubes (MWCNTs) with inner diameter of 4-5nm. Raman Spectrum supports the
information about good graphitisation of MWCNTs. The as synthesized CNTs owing to its
typical morphology can be utilized as nanocomposite material and the work is under process.
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Introduction

The fundamental interest on carbon nanotubes (CNTs) has raised due to its exceptional properties like
large surface area, small size, high thermal stability, electrical conductivity and their ability to involve in variety
of chemical transformations1-4 CNTs are been prepared by different techniques out of those catalytic chemical
vapour deposition (CCVD)5-7 is found to be the most renown method than other methods. Synthesis of CNTs in
CCVD includes various stages like preparation of catalyst and carrying out CVD process. Also while
synthesizing catalyst key factors like reproducibility, uniform catalyst size is also very important. Solution
combustion synthesis (SCS) technique8 for the preparation of CNTs is known to be the simplest of all methods
because the time required for synthesizing is very less as well as the reproducibility is high. Combustion fuel
plays a vital role in acquiring uniform sized catalyst along with more active site. In this present work we have
synthesized CNTs in single step (in-situ) using combustion catalyst through SCS technique. The combustion
fuel effects were also optimized.

Experimental Details

Synthesis of CNTs

According to our previous report9, we have synthesised catalyst and CNTs in the same CCVD system.



T. Somanathan et al /Int.J. ChemTech Res.2014-2015,7(3),pp 1639-1643. 1640

First the required catalytic metal oxides (Fe0.20 Co0.10/Mg0.70O) were prepared by taking the stoichiometric ratio
of their metal nitrates aqueous solution. To it 250 mg of combustion fuel like citric acid(C), oxalic acid(O),
urea(U)  and  citric  acid:urea(C:U)  was  added  separately  for  different  fuel  study  and  then  sonicated.  Then  the
sonicated solution of about 30ml was taken in a Silica boat and placed in the centre of the CCVD and heated
upto 550°C for 10 min. The reaction was further carried out like in our earlier reports[8].  The  pristine  CNTs
were characterized without any further purification using Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) image JEOL,
JSM6390. High resolution transmission electron microscope (HRTEM) with Technai T30 300 Kev Brand FEI.
X-ray diffraction (XRD) was carried out CuKα, λ=0.1541 nm on G.E Inspection Technologies, model no XRD
3003 TT. Raman spectroscopy through Bruker: RFS27 FT.

Result and discussion

Efficiency of combustion fuels:

The effect of various combustion fuels were studied over the catalyst Fe0.20Co0.10Mg0.70O. In this study
catalytic metals were kept constant and varied the combustion fuels like O, U, C and C:U to synthesized CNTs
in a single step. From Table. 1 It clearly indicates that CNTs prepared from combustion fuel mixture C:U have
higher deposition of carbon product. The reason is due to the highly oxidising nature of the fuel10 and very short
period when compared with other fuels. The result obtained by this technique which gives fine catalytic
particles with high surface area probably used to decompose acetylene to get high yield of CNTs.

Table. 1. Carbon weight  from Fe0.20 Co0.10Mg0.70O using various combustion catalyst

Catalyst Combustion fuel Temp
(°C)

C2H2 Flow
ml/min

Reaction
time(min)

Carbon
weight (mg)

Citric acid 352
Oxalic acid 210
Urea 290

Fe0.20
Co0.10Mg0.70O

Citric acid: Urea
650°C 100 10

383

XRD pattern of MWCNTs

The X-ray diffraction patterns of CNTs synthesized by in-situ method using combustion fuel C:U (for Fe0.20
Co0.10Mg0.70O catalyst) is shown in Fig. 1. The pattern shows an intense peak at 26.03 and 42.98 which are
assigned to (002) and (001) reflections of typical graphite, this evidently proves the absence of amorphous
carbon. Also we can find a peak at 44.31 corresponds to (110) plane of crystalline Fe-Co alloy (JCPDS 49-
1567)11 respectively. Comparatively a high intense peak is seen for CNTs obtained from C:U combustion fuel.
The intense peak gives a clear picture that the CNTs obtained are having good crystalline nature.
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Fig. 1. XRD of synthesized CNTs using C:U combustion fuel

SEM image of MWCNTS

The FE-SEM image of  the synthesized CNTs using Fe0.20 Co0.10Mg0.70O (C:U) catalyst was shown in
Fig 2. The SEM image corresponding to Fig. 2a shows the presence of bundle of CNTs and in Fig. 2b we can
demonstrate that the formed CNTs are having helical morphology. Also we can infer that the obtained CNTs
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are long uniform and without much structural destruction, the presence of nanoparticles at the tip of the CNTs
in (Fig. 2b) suggests the tip growth mechanism.

Fig. 2 SEM images of CNTs a) bundle of CNTs b) CNTs with helical shape

HRTEM image of h-MWCNTS

The morphology of the assynthesized CNTs were studied through HRTEM analysis. The HRTEM
image shown in Fig.3a clearly indicates that the obtained CNTs are having helical morphology that too double
helical nature. In Fig. 3b the image is from the curly region which shows parallel wall structure in it 12, 13 with an
internal diameter of about 4-5nm. The results obtained were coinciding with our previous report 9.

Fig. 3 HRTEM images of CNTs a) helical CNTs b)high magnification of h-MWCNTS

Raman Spectroscopy

The graphitic nature of the CNTs was studied through disordered band (D- band) and Graphitic band
(G- band) from Raman Spectroscopy14. In Fig. 4, Raman spectroscopy shows peaks at 1285cm-1 and 1605 cm-1

named  D-  band  associated  for  the  disordered  graphite  raised  due  to  the  defects  on  the  surface  of  carbon
nanotubes and G-band corresponds to the E2g vibration mode of graphite which is usually used as an identiy for
well- ordered carbon nanotubes, respectively. The absence of  peak in the lower frequency region confirms the
nature  of  CNTs  as  MWCNTs  which  is  also  a  proved  evident  from  HRTEM  images8,15. The increase in the
intensity of the D-band has come due to the symmetry-lowering effect raised from the presence of nanoparticles
and helical shaped CNTs. The (IG/ID) intensity ratio of the two band are found to be (0.99) which shows a very
good graphitic nature of the CNTs9,16,17.
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Fig .4 Raman spectrum of h-MWCNTs

Conclusion

In this present work we have synthesized h-MWCNTs by in-situ method which reduces the time and
highly expensive chemicals. The XRD result shows a good crystalinity of the pristine CNTs with C:U
combustion fuel which is evident for the absence of amorphous carbon. SEM and HRTEM images also confirm
the helical nature of CNTs without any structural destruction. The CNTs synthesized by this in-situ method
have unique property which can be potentially used in various application as nanocomposite material.
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